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Proceedings of the Manawa Common Council meeting held Monday, April 19, 2021. Called to 
order at 6:00 PM by Mayor Smith pursuant to open meeting regulations, Pledge of Allegiance 
and roll call. Alderpersons present on roll call: Alice Brown, Mike Frazier, Brandon Buelow, Mary 
Eck, Jim Roenz, Seth Miller and Mayor John Smith. City Employees: Josh Smith, Katie Boerst, 
Dave Forsythe and Logan Hass. Audience: Zachary Schultz and family, Kevin Vue and Family, 
Brooklyn Wolosyn and family, Denise Kasper, Mark Craig, Joe Starr, Deb Sarna, Jamie & Allen 
Lane. Moved Frazier/Buelow to approve the amended agenda putting the Mayor at the end of 
the agenda of April 19, 2021. Carried.  
Swear in Ceremony: Zachary Schultz, Kevin Vue and Brooklyn Wolosyn were sworn in as part 
time police officers.  
Moved Buelow/Frazier to approve of the common council meeting minutes of March 15, 2021. 
Carried.  
Moved Eck/Roenz to approve of the Bills of Allowance $138,688.14. Carried.  
Audience: Denise Kasper – Speeding: Denise Kasper addressed the council about speeding on 
N. Bridge Street. She said that the speeding usually occurs after 4pm and wants to know why 
the speed limit is at 35 it should be 25. Mayor Smith said that the state sets speed limit because 
it is on a state highway. The State moved the speed limit sign a quarter of a mile down the road. 
He explained that sometimes officers are outside of city so they are not always available to run 
radar. Hopefully the new part timers will help the issue. Mark Craig – 400 S. Bridge Street: Mark 
Craig gave an update at the empty lot at 400 S. Bridge Street. He said he has plans in a couple of 
different ways but won’t be building something there this year. The owner wants to wait a few 
years to build a bar and doesn’t plan on selling the property. If we don’t have a license when we 
want to build we won’t build. If license is being used by someone else then we will give the 
property to a nonprofit organization. I have plans to build but won’t move forward right now. 
Attorney Forsythe said that this matter would need to be discussed at a further meeting. Jamie 
Lane – 327 S. Bridge Street: Jamie handed out a letter that she received from the city. She said 
that the city is not following city ordinance 303. She is disappointed about the letter and wants 
to know who the complaint is. We have a group called New Wine Fellowship and we post stuff 
to Facebook about what is going on. She said 2B zoning has Christian Science practitioners and 
Christian Science seems like a church. We have only done good things for the city and I feel like 
this is a stab in the back. Not sure where we go from here, but would have liked a phone call 
before being notified. Mayor Smith said that there were zoning issues across the street. 
Attorney Forsythe said that is the use that determines use. Explained the zoning issues that 
happened at the Linjer Store where they were storing cars. Jamie said that there was no 
investigation. Mayor Smith said that it needs to go Plan Commission. Joe Starr – Watering 
flowers: Joe Starr read an email about buying a used lawnmower to water flowers on Main 
Street because the city bought a new lawn mower that won’t be able to do the watering. It is a 
bad idea all you need to do is put a hitch on the lawn mower to water flowers. I noticed a trailer 
that the city was pulling around and asked how the city will pull that around in the future. Joe 
read an email that he saw that a city employee sent. It raised my hair when I read that. There 
are no additional costs for the city in watering flowers. Can’t see why it is such a big deal. 
Numbers are bogus and are way off which explains that they went to the School District of 
Manawa. City employees are sending out emails during work so it must be city business. If it is 
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that big of an issue the work that the Revitalization committee does which is all out of our own 
pockets when can simply just stop. We don’t gain any advantage doing this project. The city 
should utilize the equipment that they have to water flowers. The city crew should water the 
flowers 7 days a week. If the city crew wouldn’t water the flowers they would just sit around 
and do nothing at all. Mayor Smith said I’m pissed that this didn’t come across my desk and the 
email should have never been sent. You have city employees making decisions on their own 
which is not a good thing. We need to work together. Eck said we all have the same goal we just 
need to work together to fix it. Mayor Smith said that Jim Gorman watered flowers on the 
weekend and was paid by the chamber.  
Finance: Clothing allowance: Moved Eck/Frazier to give $300 a year for clothing allowance for 
boots and pants to the full time public works employees. Carried. Shoring equipment: Moved 
Eck/Frazier to purchase shoring equipment for $7,500. Carried. Wages: Moved Eck/Frazier to 
approve police wage scale and employee wage sheet. Discussion: Eck mentioned that we 
looked over the 2 documents police/employees for a very long time. Carried. Evaluation forms: 
Moved Eck/Frazier to approve employee evaluation forms. Discussion: We just need to delete 
the part that has a *. Carried. Shorts: Moved Eck/Buelow to allow public works employees to 
wear shorts. Discussion: Roenz asked will there be a list of job duties where you can use shorts 
and not. Eck said that Josh will be in charge of uniformity. Carried. Part time employee: Moved 
Eck/Frazier to hire Kelly Weed as seasonal/part time public works employee at $12 an hour. 
Carried. Rent land: Moved Eck/Brown to have Bruce Scheller rent the 9 acres on N. Bridge St for 
agricultural use for $75 an acre on a year to year basis. Discussion: Attorney Forsythe said that 
he will put together the contract. Carried.  
Improvements: Chair Buelow said that the committee met with Judy Trull and Amy Starr about 
a grant that the revitalization committee is doing. We walked out to the triangle and checked it 
out and discussed how to improve the triangle.  
Little Wolf: Mayor Smith discussed the geese roundup with the Town of Little Wolf and they 
might want to be a part of it.  
DPW: Josh mentioned that the council room is all done, cleaned out dead trees at the parks and 
the park is open set for the summer season.  
Police: Officer Boerst filled in for Chief Gorman. She said that it has been really crazy and busy 
this past weekend and the new laptops will be coming in soon.  
Fire: Josh Assistant Fire Chief was present. He said that they served 650 people at the Pancake 
Breakfast.  
Attorney: Attorney Forsythe explained that everything is completed for the sale of city property 
around the city pit.  
Library: Brown mentioned that she was voted president of the Library Board.  
Clerk: Financial Report: General Fund balance: $115,915.61; Government Pool: $111,768.88. 
Licenses: Moved Eck/Brown to approve operator’s licenses for Sheldon Cravy. Carried.  
Mayor: Mayor Smith discussed what has all been done while he was the mayor and talked 
about what projects need to be completed yet. Thanked the council and wished the new Mayor 
Mike Frazier the best of luck going forward. Frazier presented a gift to Mayor Smith for his 8 
years as Mayor. Moved Brown/Frazier to adjourn at 7:55 pm. Carried.  
Logan Hass, City Clerk 


