
Proceedings of Manawa Common Council meeting held Monday evening, August 17, 2015 
called to order by Mayor Smith at 6:00 pm at the Manawa Municipal Building  pursuant to open 
meeting regulations, Pledge of Allegiance and roll call.  Aldermen present:  Brost, Frazier, Miller, 
Brown, Timm, Eck.  City employees:  Jaeger, Meidam, Walker, Kamba, Connor, Hass. Others:  
Jane Myhra, Rob Rosenau 
Moved Frazier/Miller to approve agenda of August 17th. Carried. 
Moved Timm/Frazier to dispense with reading of and approve Council meeting minutes of July 
20, 2015 and Special Council meeting minutes of July 27, 2015.  Carried. 
Moved Miller/Timm to pay all bills as mailed in the amount of $273,024.34.  Carried. 
AUDIENCE:  
FINANCE:  Police Chief advertising:  Moved Eck/Miller to proceed with advertising for Police 
Chief position and discussion for assistance in the hiring process.  The discussion involved if 
paying someone to do the hiring process was necessary and if we have done it this way in the 
past.  When Chief Schuetz was hired Gene Forsythe did the procedure and when Chief Walker 
was hired we used a professional.  Could we use other local chiefs to help us?  Chris Hughes 
submitted a proposal of $5000 to run the hiring procedure.  There was a question of where the 
money would come from to pay someone to do hiring process.  Some stated that they felt the 
council would be able to handle doing the hiring themselves.  Carried. 
IMPROVEMENTS:  Parks & Recreation: Chamber Welcome to Manawa Signs:  Moved 
Frazier/Miller to accept the Manawa Chamber’s proposal of the “Welcome to Manawa” signs 
on the Triangle and the outskirts of the City.  The discussion involved stating that the large sign 
with the medallions would come down, the horse statue would be moved to the area of where 
the large sign was, a double sided electronic sign would be placed in the flower bed, and the 
three outskirt signs will replace the old current signs.  Eck stated the Triangle is a beautiful park 
and is well maintained.  There would be no cost to the City.  Carried.   
Veteran/Freedom Park:  Moved Frazier/Eck to proceed with allowing the Veteran Freedom Park 
at the beach property.  John Smith explained that a committee of veterans and citizens will be 
working on the project. It would honor the current and past service people.  There would be no 
cost to the City.  Would like to get done in 18 months.  Carried. 
Change Order in amount of -$9,548.91 less for completion of 2nd Street project:  Moved 
Frazier/Timm to approve change order in the amount of -$9,548.91 less for completion of 2nd 
Street project to Kruczak Construction. Carried. 
PROTECTION:   
Monthly report for Fire Board:  Eck stated there was no fire meeting in July.  She said the new 
fire truck has been put into service.  Fremont picked up the fire truck they bought from 
Manawa.   
Mayor:   Smith stated that the EMS, Fire, and city crew did a great job at the accident 
downtown on Saturday.  He stated onlookers were impressed with the way the departments 
worked together and handled the situation.  Smith stated he was in contact with the DOR 
regarding the decrease of $643,000 in personal property for Sturm Foods.  The City may have to 
file an appeal.  The railroad tracks are being removed from downtown by Sturm Foods all the 
way to the crossing on Depot Street.  Next year they will continue removing the tracks that run 
east out of the City.   
DPW: Nothing to report. 



Police Chief: Walker stated Paul Zierler has turned in his resignation.  The police department 
office remodel is on track with possibly having it done in October.  Cost should be between 
$6500-$7000.  Chief Walker wanted to thank everyone in the City for all of their support.  He 
thought it was great working here and with all of the officers.  He said Manawa has changed a 
lot in 7 years and it was wonderful being a part of it.  He felt Michelle Kamba will do a 
wonderful job as the OIC.  Smith stated that Chief Walker has been involved in the Business 
Revitalization Committee and has worked with them to make great changes in Manawa.  He 
wished him all the best in his retirement years.  Smith presented Walker with a card, gift card, 
and pen in recognition of his years with Manawa.   
Fire Chief: Rob Rosenau stated that there was going to be training on the new fire truck and 
everyone was welcome to stop down and look at it.  He thanked the DPW for helping with the 
accident on Saturday.  There will be hose testing on September 21 at 5pm.  Rob asked Frank if 
he could paint the lines in and out of the fire station yellow.  He also stated that they were 
getting quotes to repair the fire station door seals.  The fire department has had 73 runs this 
year so far with 21 within the City limits.   
Library: Brown reported that the library will be doing new landscaping.  National Night out 
went well and people had a great time.  The library will be starting some long range planning.   
Clerk: Financial Report:  General $38,324.51; Government Pool: $20,468.92. 
Operator’s Licenses:   Moved Eck/Miller to approve operator’s licenses for Melissa Linjer and 
Ashley Bruette. Carried. 
New Business:  Brown asked what was the status of the downtown tree project.  Smith told her 
that the project will be looked at next year.  Eck stated that the Small Town Forum looks like a 
great opportunity but she would not be able attend and hoped someone else would be able to 
go.  Frazier said he might be able to go to the forum. 
Moved Brown/Miller to adjourn at 6:40pm. 
 
Minutes by:  Angie Meidam 


